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A SERIOUS ADMONITION, | 
to the 
DISCIPLES OF THOMAS PAINE, 


and 
ALL OTHER INFIDELS. 


The aſtoniſhing Difference between thoſe who have denied the 


$criptvres and thoſe who have ſincerely believed them, when called to die, 
firikingly appears from the two following Inſtances, among many that 


R. Feltaire, daring a long Series of Years was continually treat- 

ing the Holy Scriptures with Contempt, and endeavouring to 

Infidelity. In his laſt illneſs, he ſent for Dr. Tronchin: the 
Doe Gund Foltere in the greateſt Agonics, exclaiming with the utmoſt 
Horror,” / aw abandoned by God and Man. Voltaire ſaid, Doctor, I will 


8 1 am worth, if you will give me fox Month. Life. 


Tat Rev. Mr. Romaine was u zealots and fucceſaful Preacher of the 
Goſpel of JESUS, and adorned it by a ſuitable Character, above fifty 

ears, In his laſt illneſs, though it was for Death, there was 
that ſweet Reliance upon the Promiſe and Truth of God, which he fo 
often inculcated: Hence aroſe that remarkable Patience, that not one 
fretful or murmuring Word ever eſcaped his Lips. The following were 
ſome of his dying Expreſſions; 7 have the Peace of God in try Conſcience, and 
the Love of God in my Heart, and that is ſound Experience. I tneww before 
the Dottrines I preached ta be truths, but new 1 experience them te be bleſſings. 


Hour was the happieſt Hour of his Life. He was in full Poſſeſſion of his 
mental Powers to the laft Moment; and near his Diſſolution he cried out, 
Hely, Hely, Holy, Lord God Almighty, Glory be to thee on High, for 
Peace on th, and Goodwill to Han. After this he wr bonus. 5 Ly Can 
KN rer and he fell aſleep in Jrevs. 
Thus wicked is driven awoay in his Wichedneſs, but the righteous bath Hope 

f is bis Death, Prov. Lv. 33. 

. — | 

Reader, be not cheated out of thy Soul and eternal Happineſs, by the 
Publications which are ſent abroad to blaſpheme the — and 
ungodly Men loſe their Courage when Death and Judgment ſtare them in 
the Face. The Holy Scriptures are able to make wiſe unto Salvation 
„ . Chriſt OY — to them as the Truth 
God, but pray to experience their po through the Spirit on 
. e eee die the Death of the 
ighteous, 92 

O may the heavenly Pages be, I Divine Inſtructor, gracious Lord ! 
My ever dear Delight, Be thou for ever near ; 
And till new Beauties may I ſee, Teach me to love thy facred Word, 
And ſtill increafing Light. And view my Saviour there, 
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REMARKS 


A PUBLICATION, 


ENTITLED, 


A SERIOUS ADMONITION 
to the 

DISCIPLES OF THOMAS PAINE, 

— 


. APA K 5 
ALL OTHER INFIDELS”. 


BY ABRAHAM BINNS. 


For the invizidle things of him (vie. God) from the cremion of the world, are clearly we, being 
undernocd by the things that are made, even his cternal power and Godhead ; 40 that they (the 
Gentiles) are without excure. 

Prove all things, hold ſalt that which is good.--—-PAUL. 


STOCKPORT; 
PAINTED, FOR THE AUTHOR, BY J. CLARKE. 


1796. 


REMARKS, Kc. 


——— 


17 is the duty of every man, but eſpecially of him 
= who writes on polemical ſubjects, to treat thoſe 
ſentiments or opinions, which he conſiders as er- 
rors, with generoſity, candour, and due reſpect. 
Men of every religious perſuaſion diſtinguiſhed by 
a name, though ſubject to the moſt marked re- 
proach of popular diſapprobation, have an in- 
dubitable claim upon the man, who declares him- 
ſelf their antagoniſt, for common civility, truth, 
and juſtice: it is agreeable to ſcripture, and cor- 
roborated by the ſacred and immutable laws of 
nature; and, however oppoſite the opinions of 
men may be, the obligation is reciprocal, without 
any exception. If, therefore, the advocate for 
any particular ſyſtem ſhould obſerve, with jealous 
eye, the propagation of ſentiments, that, in his 
eſtimation, are likely to endanger the ſecurity of 
his own; ſhould he conceive himſelf called upon 
to uſe his beſt argumentative exertions to-ſtop the 
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2 
growing hereſy, and promote the beſt of cauſes, th 
impartial truth, the nature and excellency of the ce 
undertaking, as well as the object, demand a ge 
candid and impartial trial; but, ſhould he make di 
uſe of intemperate language; ſhould he have no- to 
thing better to ſupport his cauſe than ſcurrilous th 
perſonalities, common ſenſe would fay it was the th 
efferveſcence of weakneſs, the language of defeat. 

Where perſonalities muſt ſupply the place of argu- m 
ment, it is a convincing proof, that either the of 
ſyſtem ſo defended: is erroneous, - or, if founded th 
upon principles of moral equity, that they are not S1 
ſufficiently underſtood; Truth never voluntarily of 
retreats to a diſhonourable ſubterfuge for pro- Ti 
_ tection; ſhe ſeeks not her refuge in the virtues of de 
Romaine, neither does the triumph in the vices fe 
of Voltaire. Independent of men of principles th 
and profeſſion, ſhe remains the ſame, immutable AC 
as her eternal ſource. - Had the monitor fuffici- of 
ently conſidered this point, the dead might have or 
repoſed in peace, and deliberate inveſtigation have in 
fupplied the place of invidious compariſon. tu 
A publication, of only one quarto page, contain- ur 
ing a title, a preface, a biographical ſketch of two of 
eminently diſtinguiſhed characters, defigned as an tic 
+ Admonition to the Diſciples of Thomas Paine, th 
and all other Infidels”, an exhortation tothe reader, | 
th 


and two verſes of an hymn, it may be conſtrued, 
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of the 
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that ſuch a variety, in ſo ſmall a compaſs, muſt 
certainly be replete with error of the moſt dan- 
gerous tendency to merit a reply. As an indiyi- 
dual, I ſhall give my opinion, and leave the public 
to determine for themſelves; induced by a hope, 


that the author will, at a future period, reſume 


the ſubje& on a more liberal and equitable plan. 

- It is evident, that by infidelity, the author 
means deiſm, it being addreſſed to the diſciples 
of that celebrated deiſt, T. Paine. Voltaire is 
the Hero of T. Paine and modern Infidels!!!” 
Surely, Sir, you had no need to annex three notes 
of admiration; the falſehood is ſufficiently noto- 
rious without them. Are there not thouſands of 
deiſts, who are entire ſtrangers to the writings and 
ſentiments of Voltaire? Is it not highly probable, 
that there are more infidels, who are perfectly un- 
acquainted with Voltaire's works, than there are 
of a contrary claſs? It is contrary to the eſtabliſhed 
order of things to ſuppoſe, that a man, triumphing 
in his own ſentiments, ſhould echo the fame of a 
tutor he was totally ignorant of. It requires no 
uncommon degree of ſagacity to diſcover the d 


of the author, in making ſuch an unqualified aſſer- 


tion, which is equally as fatal to his own ſcheme of 
theology, as it is falſe of thoſe to whom it is directed. 
The monitor is not content with making Voltaire 


the father, or hero of infidelity; if we attend to 
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the preface, we ſhall find that he (Voltaire) is 
made the federal head, or repreſentative of that 
obnoxious ſet. The preface will fully explain the 
author's deſign : The aſtoniſhing Difference be- 
tween thoſe who have denied the Holy Scriptures 
and thoſe who have ſincerely believed them, when 
called to die, ſtrikingly appears from the two follow- 
ing inſtances, among many that might be pro- 
duced”. The trifling, threadbare ſtory of Voltaire, 
in his laſt illneſs, is then introduced, with a tri- 
umph, which does no great honour either to the 
head, or heart of the relater; and, if true, ſhews 
the mind of Voltaire to have been deranged at 
the time. But, is it any thing uncommon, that 
a man, who has lived a profligate life, ſhould be 
ſtung with remorſe upon the approach of death? 
If Voltaire treated the Holy Scriptures with Con- 
tempt”; or the koran of Mahomet with contempt; 
or whatever any nation, or ſociety, or individual 
need of aſtoniſhment, if ſober reflection, the na- 
tural concomitant of ſevere indiſpoſition, ſhould 
ſo operate on his feelings, and alarm his fears, as 
to bring him to. paſs an unqualified ſentence upon 
himſelf? Why fingle out a ſolitary individual, for 
| theayowed purpoſe of calumniating every man, who 
embraces ſimilar ſentiments? But, had you adduced 
ten thouſand characters, more deeply plunged 
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5 
in guilt than the former, for the ſame purpoſe, 
they could not all have brought you one ſtep 
nearer the accompliſhment of your object. 

Being an entire ſtranger to the works and cha- 
rater of Voltaire, any farther than the above 
hackneyed account of his death, which I have feen 
in different publications, the author may be entitled 
to ſome ſhare of credit for what he has related of 
that ** unhappy Man”, And what then? is per- 


| ſonal guilt transferrable, the ſame as perſonal 


property? If Voltaire, as a deiſt, or au infidel, 
was a bad man, does it follow, as an unavoidable 
conſequence, that every man, who denies the 
divine authenticity of the ſcriptures, muſt neceſſa- 


ily be equally bad in his life, and unbappy in his 


death? Our author has already anſwered in the 
affirmative: ** The aſtoniſhing Difference between 
thoſe who have denied the Holy Scriptures, and 
thoſe who have ſincerely believed them”, is deline- 
ated in the perſon of Vollaire on the one hand, and 
in that of Romaine on the other, without making 
any exception for the great numbers who have 
coincided with them in ſentiment, but have been the 
reverſe of either the one, or the other, in their 
moral deportment, | 

No wonder the monitor was aſtoniſhed at his 
own concluſion; its liberality knows no bounds; 
it extends to the vileſt of the vile, of the chriſtian 


? 


6 
name. Come forward, ye ſyſtematized . chriſtian 
butchers; ye national affaſſins; ye infatuated cru- 


ſaders; ye, who make the chriſtian religion a cloak 


for the baſeſt of crimes, and, under the ſanction, 
and in the defence of the goſpel of peace, turn the 
earth into an aceldama, and view, with reverence 
and with gratitude, the apology of your cams. 
Romaine believed the ſcriptures, he died in peace: 
ye fight for them, and ſhall not your end be like 
Ris ? As a Mr. Pd elegantly expreſſed himſelf, 
in a pulpit not twenty miles from Stockport, 
% Tag-rag and Bob-tail, away with you all to heaven”! 
Go on, ye monſters in human form, rioting in 
maiquity; bid defiance to the ſacred laws of nature; 
treat the remonſtrances of your own conſcience 
as ye would the idle nonſenſe of a fairy tale; 
ſwear, with an enthuſiaſt's zeal, that ye ** ſincerely 
believe the Holy Scriptures”, and, if you believe 
our author too, you may, perhaps, cheat God out 
of. juſtice, and find a way to heaven confiſtent 
with, and agreeable to, the immorality of your 
ves. | 2 ; 
Is it not ſtrange and unaccountable, that, in 
the preſent very advanced period of ſociety, the 
monitor ſhould think ſo little of its improvement 
in theological ſcience? If the vices of Voltaire, 
and the virtues of Romaine, are not transferrable: 
if the deiſtical tenets of the former, do not necef- 
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7 
ſarily and unavoidably chain their advocates to the 
ſlavery of their worſt paſſions; or, if the orthodox 
tenets of the latter, do not as neceſſarily and un- 
avoidably free their advocates from the dominion 
of vice: the intent of the compariſon, as defined 
by the preface, in my opinion, proves nothing, 
except it be the mortification of the author at the 


progreſs of opinions, which, from motives beſt 


known to himſelf, he has not . proper "Oy 


and openly to attack. 
It was an obſervation of one of the ancient 


- philoſophers, that, time, which deſtroys the 


illufions of opinion, would ultimately eſtabliſh the 
grand deciſions of nature. The preſent age is the 


nage of reaſon; and if reaſon. and moral philoſophy 


are at variance witli revelation, either the one of 
the other muſt be wrong, But, if God be immu- 
table, his. word and his works, if rightly under- 
Rood, muſt» perfectly coincide in their moral in- 
ſtructions: there can be no jar, no contradiction 
in that, which proceeds immediately from the 
fountain of truth and purity; and to aſſert the 
contrary, would be to deny the very exiſtence of 
2 Supreme Being; or, what is ſtrictly the ſame, 
to deny every idea that we can form of his moral 
excellency. 'But, however men may -differ in 
their opinions concerning truth, or the ſupreme 
good, one thing we may be aſſured of, that, 
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u truth, however flow in its operation, © is mighty, 


and will prevail”, And if the holy ſcriptures are 
truth, without any mixture of error, and the 
knowledge derived from the laws of nature and the 
moral government of God, as diſcovered in all the 
works of creation, be deluſion and falſehood, 


would it not have been more pertinent to the 


point to have arranged them in regular order, and 
expoſed their fallacy by ſhewing their dangerous 


| tendency, than indulged yourſelf in an attempt to 


frighten the degraded infidels, by exhibiting the 
vices of an individual, juſt as an ignorant and filly 
nurſe would frighten a naughty child into obedi- 
ence by telling it of a. bugbear, which had no 


_ exiſtence but in the folly of the former, and in 


the imagination of the latter? Riper age detects 
the fallacy, and laughsat the cheat; and ourauthor 
is rather too late with ſuch ſerious trifling, to make 
any ſerious impreſſion on the minds of. thoſe in- 
fidels, who are rationally enquiring after truth. 

Humanity recoils at the idea of raking up the 
aſhes of thoſe, who, conſigned to thefilent manſions 


of the dead, are incapable of ſelf-defence. - The 


ground / which the monitor has taken to defend 
chriſtjanity, and calumniate infidelity, not only 
betrays the worſt of paſſions, but operates with 
equal force againſt every ſyſtematized profeſſion of 
religion whatever, Were we to try the excellence 


* 


9 
of the chriſtian religion by the lives of its profeſſors 
in general, would it not appear more like the word 
of a demon, than the word of God? To pafs over 
in ſilence the unnatural animoſities of different ſeas 
concerning the true meaning of the ſcriptures; 
the monkiſh ſuperſtition, phariſaical pride, and 
cruel piety on the one hand, the licentious and 
diſſipated lives of its advocates on the other, are, 
in my opinion, fufficient proof that the moſt 
ſublime doctrines, the plaineſt and pureſt precepts 
may be either miſtaken, or otherwiſe perverted 


to the worſt of purpoſes. The religion of the 
New Teſtament undoubtedly breathes peace, good- 


will, and univerſal philanthropy: but the hiſtory 
of the chriſtian church is brutality out- brutalized; 
a refinement in every ſpecies of cruelty, enough to 
ſhock the feelings of an untaught barbarian. 

The dreadful calamities inflited by one party of 
chriſtians, ſtrutting in the ſunſhine of court favor, 
and aided by the ſecular arm againſt another, whoſe 
ſentiments were obnoxious to their caprice, or un- 
favorable to their intereſts; the burnings in Smith- 
field; the cold-blooded butcheries in many parts of 
the Eaſt-Indies, and few parts of the world, how- 
everſecluded, but have ſmarted beneath the rod of 
chriſtian barbarity, for the avowed purpoſe of con- 


queſt, 'and making chriſtian proſelytes; for, theſe 
odious cruelties have made the name of chriſtian 


| 
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an abhorrerice to that people, whoſe religion is 
deduced only from the volume of nature. Mark 
the ignorance and ſottiſh beſtiality of chriſtians at 
home; trace the cruelties perpetrated abroad by 
the more enlightened and refined; and are they not 
criterion to judge of the excellency of the chriſtian 
religion in the ſame manner, and with equal pro- 
priety, as our author's account of the life of Voltaire 
is a criterion whereby to judge of the baſeneſs of 
deiſm, or infidelity ? Each of them are alike abſurd 
and ridiculous. And when the truth of any theo- 
logical ſyſtem can only be ſupportedat the expence 
of another, which may be equally true, but does 
not exactly coincide in every particular, and either 
the one or the other muſt fall, it is juſt and equitable 
that both ſhould fall together.. 

To urge a variety of arguments, for the purpoſe 
of detecting the impropriety of the author's method 
of reaſoning, would be uſeleſs, as in a great mea- 
ſure it detects itſelf: -an' ingenuous mind muſt feel 
indignant at every attempt to prove the good or 
bad tendency of -any theorical opinions; from the 
morality or immorality either of their champions 
or private profeſſors. If the conduct of men be 
the only rule for the trial of what is morally ex- 
cellent, reaſon and revelation may retire to the 
ſhades of oblivion, and caprice and mechanical 
impulſe be the grand ſtandard of divine truth. 


„0 


The author's exhortation to his readers is very 
conciſe, (not quite ſix lines), but replete, in ſome 
parts, with inſult to their underſtandings. We 
are firſt ſeriouſly admoniſhed not to be cheated 
out of our ſoul and eternal happineſs, by the pub- 
lications which are gone abroad to blaſpheme the 
Bible. He ought to have pointed out, diſtinctly, 
which they were, leſt we {hould have miſtaken 
them, The chriſtians have not infrequently ac- 
cuſed each other of publiſhing dodrines or fenti- 
ments extremely pernicious to good morals. 'The 
fulminated anathemas, the virulent ſpleen of per- 
ſonal invective, enough to have diſgraced a Billings- 
gate orator, has graced the works of polemical 
divines, not, I believe, with a deſign to * cheat 
people out of their Souls and eternal Happineſs”, 
but to make proſelytes to their party; each paying 
himſelf the compliment of underſtanding the ſcrip- 
tures beſt, and denying to others the right of 
uſing their own reaſon, while every one, in his 
turn, could claim the liberty of abuſing his own. 
Thoſe who are acquainted, in a ſmall degree, with 
controverſial writings, muſt allow, that they have 
treated each other, and the Bible too, much worſe 
than Mr. Paine bas treated the Bible, or any of 
them, in that obnoxious work, The Age of 
Reaſon”. It is rather curious that Voltaire, and 
Mr, Paine, ſhould have called forth the indignation 


12 
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of our author; in ſo ſingular a manner; and yet, 
if his readers may be allowed to judge for them- 


ſelves, I, for one, ſhould think, that the very 
works we are admoniſhed to guard againſt, are 
thoſe of the chriſtian profeſſion, and his 0 own pro- 


duction is one amongſt the reſt. 


We are further informed, that, the Holy 
Scriptures are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation 
through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus”. This part of the 
exhortation would not have been noticed, had it 
not been for the middle clauſe of the following 
period, which appears to me extremely inconſiſtent 
with the above quotation, 

: Thoſe who have read the ſcriptures atten- 
tively,” and have their minds at liberty to judge 
impartially, muſt, I think, agree with our anthor's 
aſſertion, that, they-are able to make us wiſe 
unto Salvation”, Take this quotation with John, 
chap. vi. ver. 63. *the words which I ſpeak unto 
you, they are ſpirit, and they are life'; and the 


validity of the New. Teſtament will be eſtabliſhed 


on the ſolid baſis of its own internal excellence. 
It requires not to be guarded by the flaming ſword 


of penal ſtatutes; neither is it ſo ambiguous and 


myſterious as to require a revelation from God, 


either to explain its meaning, or give effect to its 
moral inſtruction. Every real chriſtian would 
unite in condemning the former, and Jeſus has 
wiſely guarded againſt the latter. 
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; Variety of opinions; upon any ſubjeR, is gene- 5 


rally attended with ſome good effect. Without 
controverſy, many uſeful truths would be enveloped 
in the gloomy ſhades of myſtery and uncertainty, 
The Author of nature never deſigned that truth 
ſhould be intuitively diſcovered : it would have 
fruſtrated the grand object of infinite wiſdom and 
benevolence, by depriving man of the felicity of 
learning. How unreaſonable then is the following 
quoted paſſage from the exhortation before us; 
Not only afſent to them (the Scriptures) as the 
truth of God“ if we except Not only”, which 
is merely an emphaſis on the latter part of the 
period; the meaning will be clearly underſtood; 
«afſent, &c.” Could the admonition be reduced 
to practice, as readily as given, it would make us 


believers in a moment, without the happineſs of 


knowing any thing either of the object or the evi- 
dence of our faith. Such exhortations are rather 
hurtful than uſeful, except duly ſupported by cogent 
reaſoning, to convince the reader of their pro- 
priety. Beſides, to ſolicit a man's *afſent”, merely 
on our own credit, obliquely accuſes of falſehood 
what we would recommend as truth. 

I would aſk the monitor, why he prefers the 
chriſtian ſcriptures to the koran of Mahomet? 
and whatever anſwer he gives, that ſhall be his 
criterion to judge of the parts that compoſe the 
whole of the Bible. 


If we muſt believe the ſcrip- 
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tares, from Geneſis to Revelation, to be the expreſs 


word of God, they muſt perfectly coincide with 


the ideas we ſorm of their Authot, who is infinite 


in all his perfections, andthe centre of moral excel- 
lence. But, why muſt we implicitly give our 


aſſent to the validity of ſcripture? Is the word of 


God felf-evident? Is its meaning too obvious to be 


miſtaken? Why, then, do not all chriſtians perfectly 


agree as to its real import? Or, is the truth of the 


ſcriptures different, in its own nature, from any 


other ſcientifical truth? If not, it requires inveſtiga- 


tion, by ſome rule or other, to diſeover it. But, 


to urge our aſſent to the ſeriptures, as the Truth 


olf God", without previouſly attempting, at leaſt, to 


convince us that they are true, is a tacĩt inſinuation 
that rigid ſcrutiny and ſcripture, are NIN? 


dat a diſtance. 


- Would the author have done juſtice to the 
ſyſtem he has eſpouſed; he ought to have recom- 
mended onr utmoſt diligence in duly examining 
all its parts, truſting to the inference that might 


be drawn from the evidence it produced. Surely 
| he will not expect his readers to aſſent to, or be- 


lieve any ſcientifical propoſition, without what may 


appear to them a full, clear, and ſatisfactory evi- 


dence: and this once adduced, deprives us of even 
the power of choice; for it does not, -cringing and 


 fawning, ſolicit our © aſſent”, its demands are 


poſitive, its power omnipotent. It is happy for 
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man, that he cannot believe upon the bare authority 
of exhortation, however well ſupported by mere 
aſſertions; neither can he withhold his aſſent on 
clear conviction: were it poſſible it could be 
otherwiſe, civilized ſociety would ceaſe to exiſt, 
depredations would be committed with impunity, 
and virtue and vice have no diſtinction. Hence 
the neceſſity of uſing every rational argument to 
convince your readers, that the ſcriptures are of 
divine origin, and if ſucceſsful in convincing, 
the accompliſhment of your deſire neceſſarily 
crowns your labor, 
| The Romaniſts have interdicted the uſe of the 
ſcriptures to the laity, under the idea that they 
were not capable of underſtanding them; and if 
we are yet conſidered in a ſtate only fit to follow 
perſuaſion merely on the credit of an author, the 
only. difference will be, that the former, with un- 
bluſhing front, impeached the underſtandings of 
the people openly; and the latter, as if. conſci- 
entiouſly impreſſed with ſhame, has recourſe to an 
artifice, which effectually dupes into ignorance, and 
when detected, appears in the garb of innocence. 

That part of the period before alluded to, is, in 
my opinion, a keen ſatire on the Bible, and evi- 
dently contradicts the author's afſertion in the pre- 
ceding part of his exhortation “. But pray to 


ere their powerful Efficacy 3 the 
See page 12, 


r6 

Spirit on thy Heart”, &c. We may enquire of 
ourſelves, without incurring the charge of being 
. Impertinent, whether the fcriptures are capable of 
anſwering any valuable purpoſe, abſtractedly con- 
ſidered, or without the aſſiſtance of ſupernatural 
operation? If they are, can we conceive of any 
deſign of higher importance than that of making 
us wife unto Salvation“? &c. If this be granted, 
the inference is obvious, that the ſcriptures are 
able to anſwer every purpoſe that infinite wiſdom 
deſigned, or moral juſtice could demand of man, 
confiſtently with his free agency, and the collateral 
cireumſtances of his being. But the enquiry ſtill 
reſumes its courſe, Why ought I to pray to ex- 
perience the efficacy of that, which plainly and 
poſitively is declared to be efficacious? To re- 
concile the difficulty requires time and talents 
not frequently poſſeſſed by men 3 in the 
common occupations of life. 

But the difficulty ſtill increaſes: the ſcriptures, 
which are allowed to be efficacious at one time, 
are, at another, to be efficacious by means of 

prayer, and that efficacy to be conveyed to the 
mind of the petitioner through a medium called the 
ſpirit!!! Is this divinity proper to be held forth te 
men of common capacities, the generality of whom 
are deprived of the means of mental improvement, 
either through neceſſitous drudgery, or pampered 
affluence? It may be conducive to the intereſts of 
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thoſe, who riot in luxury, on the bounteous in- 
come of ſpiritual traffic; but how it muſt make 
man wiſer with wiſdom worth his knowing, or a 
more worthy member of civil ſociety, is a myſtery“, 
which, I think, no man but an ideot would at- 
tempt to explain. 


Myſtery! ſacred, important myſtery ! invented by prieſts, 
ſupported by the ſecular arm for the mutual advantage of 
both, conſtituting one common iatereſt ! dreadful alliance! 
formidable combination againſt uſeful knowledge, virtue, ra- 
tional liberty, and happineſs! ſource of perpetual diſcord, 
and the only viſible mark of any curſe that afflicts the earth! 
the beaſt of aſſumed power and the falſe prophet of national 
religion united! Theſe form the ground of the diabolical craft ; 
let us for a moment contemplate its conſequences. 
Whatever advantages may have been the reſult of public 
preaching, they have been, and are now, more than counter- 
balanced by means of hierarchical eſtabliſhments, and com- 
mitting the reins of moral government to hirelings, whoſe 
intereſt and profeſſion are as much oppoſed to each other, as 
the ſublimeſt virtues to the fouleſt crimes. . Religion! what is 
it, but a ſpecies of ſacred gambling? every party aſſiduous 
(if fats may ſpeak for themſelves) to convert men from one 
courſe of vice to another, If this is not the caſe, why do the 
partizans of their peculiar creeds, celebrated perhaps for their 
piety, turn rebels againſt the Majeſty of heaven, uſurp the 
throne of judgement, and conſign to eternal death, from the 
pulpit as well as in private, their more excellent neighbour, 
becauſe he differs from them in ſentiment? That charity, 
which is the bond of perfectneſs, reſtricted to the narrow 
limits of a name; man, the offspring of the Univerſal Parent 
of good, refuſing to his ſellow man, to his brother, a ſocial 
and friendly interchange of thought, for no other crime but 
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But, if the ſcriptures are inefficacious without 
ſo many means, mediums, concurrences, opera- 
tions, &c. &c. is it not really diſhonorable to God 


that of which he himſelf is guilty. Government, at the inſti- 
gation of court chaplains, depriving man of his liberty ; 
denying him his right as a citizen ; perſecuting and haraſſing 
the innocent for not ſubſcribing to what he cannot comprekend, 
or for not proſtituting the integrity of his heart to the ſervile 
jdolatry of opulence and influence, Fpurteen times in the 
year, according to the rubric of the church of England, is the 
prieſt to ſentence his congregation to hell, if they will not be- 
lieve, what infinite wiſdom cannot comprehend. The creed 
begins with damnation; its contents are double-diſtilled myſtery, 
and ends with the following moſt awefully ſublime climax : 
4% This is the Catholick Faith: which except a man believe 
Faithfully, he cannot be ſaved, Glory be to the Father“, &c. 
For what ? for the hierarchy outwitting their own wiſdom, and 
levelling the poignant ſhafts of their anathemas directly at their 
own heads, as well as at the heads of others? 1410 

Jeſus Chriſt, from the operations of nature, ſhows the im- 
piety of partial charity, Matt. chap. v. ver. 43——48. but 
fuch alluſions are deiſtical, and too plain for the complex the · 
ology of the times. Were all men moral philoſophers, the 
wide extreme of opinion would ſtill exiſt; but animoſities, 
diſcord, pious cenſure, religious ſlander, would die away of 
themſelves, in ſpite of the utmoſt exertions of the hireling 
teacher, whoſe eaſe and affluence depend on keeping them 
alive. Thanks to the conſtitution and to the government of 
the country, with all their defects, for reſtraining the anti- 
chriſtian ſpirit of cruelty from perſecuting to death the ob- 
noxious heretics and infidels of the age. 

The relics of ſuperſtition are not the only evils that as 
the progreſs of moral reformation; her moſt formidable 
enemies are thoſe of her own houſe: ambitious of ranking 


ut 


a own heart, theſe principles of deiſm, in which you glory, re- 
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to aſcribe to him a work deſtitute of the common 
properties of all other publications? All other 


books of ſcience are received or rejected, upon the 


with the advocates of freedom's glorious cauſe, many repair 
to her ſtandard; thoughtleſs of the ſacrifice her diſcipline re- 
quires; charmed with the melodious accents of a name, pre- 
cipitately commence flaming patriots, and loudly declaim 
againſt political abuſes. Miſtaken men ! triumphing in newly- 
acquired ſentiments of religion and virtue, you forget the 
reſpect which you owe to others: men, principles, and pro- 
feſſion, confounded without diſtinction, your clamour is ex- 
cited againſt them all. You have read Mr, Paine's Age of 
Reaſon”, and conclude that, a ſufficient apology for treating 


the Bible as a cunningly-deviſed fable, as mere fiction and 


deluſion, Tired with the galling yoke of moral obligation, 
you throw off all reſtraint, and boldly ruſb into the wilds of 
eccentricity, where corrupt inclination may range without 
control. You have declared yourſelves to be independent, 
and ſet up to be your own prieſt, (which every man ought to do), 
but you are exceedingly premature, if not groſsly ignorant ; 


you either miſtake or pervert the firſt axiams of moral ſcience : 


it is better to enquire the law at the prieſt's mouth, and to 


walk by his directions, though monkiſh and ſuperſtitious, than 


give up the reins of government to the gratification of unruly 
paſſiop, and worſe than beaſtly appetite. You plume your- 


ſelves upon your zealous attachment to truth and freedom, 


while apparently you take pleaſure in the worſt kind of ſlavery, 
The alehouſe is become your church, and your religion i is to 
glory in your own ſhame. Patriotiſm bluſhes to own ſuch 2 
prepoſterous offspring : the Bible, that you ſo lightly eſteem, 


cenſures your looſe and diſſolute courſe of life in appoſite and 


ſympathizing language: the works of nature, from earth to 
heaven, in all her various operations; the reflections of your 
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internal evidence they bear tothe truth or the ſallacy 
of what they contain. Syſtems of ſcience, hiſto- 


rical narrations, or moral and prudential maxims, 


monſtrate with you, from every quarter, againſt your injuſtice, 
perverſion, and abuſe of a character, to which you have no 
juſt claim. Fxxxpon never approaches the unhallowed haunts 
of ſots and profligates, becauſe ſhe delights in the tranquil 
walks of ſcience, of friendſhip, and virtuous accompliſhments, 
As profound politicians, you can flouriſh on the theory of 
rational equality, of equal repreſentation ; and can paint the 
expreſſive features, in the moſt lively colours, of what govern- 
ment ought to be. But what muſt form a conſtitution for 
ſuch a government, and give permanent ſecurity to its opera- 
tions? Anſwer, ye pot-houſe politicians; or, till then, I will 
venture to.offer my opinion : individual reformation, a regard 


to moral juſtice, to relative and ſocial duties. Information 


and virtuous habits are inſeparably connected with the reforma· 
tion both of church and ſtate, Mr. P— and the cabinet are 
friends to a parliamentary reform, compared with characters 
whoſe lives are a libel on the cauſe they have eſpouſed ; and, 
whatever may be their motives, actually commence hoſtilities 

againſt their own profeſſion : : they juſtify, in ſome meaſure, 
tyrannical and unconſtitutional proceedings on the part of 
government, and invite the illiberal and invidious declamations 
of proſtituted hirelings and their tools, againſt principles and 
opinions, that cught to be directed againſt licentiouſneſs of 
character. 

Whoever the reader may be, that is conſcious he is a cha- 
racter of the above deſcription, (that there are ſuch, is certain, 
and I fincerely hope there are not many), I aſk not his pardon 
for addreſſing him thus freely on a ſubject of the higheſt im- 
portance. The deiſt, the patriot, who will not refrain from 
frequenting ale-houſes, thoſe common ſewers cf i iniquity, thoſe 


parents of revolutionary violence, afford, at leaſt, a preſump- 
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we never heſitate, after due examination, to pro- 
nounce true or falſe, independently of their author ; 
and their utility or inutility reſts entirely on the 
merit or demerit of the work, without any other 
aid than the exertions of our mental powers. If, 
then, the ſcriptures either cannot be underſtood, 
or, if underſtood, can produce no ſalutary effect 
but by the co-operation of their author, the word 
of God, and the repeated operations of God, are 
a perpetual libel on each other's inethcacy, 
juſt as if any author ſhould publiſh a book, ſuppoſe 
of moral and philoſophical tracts, in ſuch a manner 
that the reader could not underſtand fo as to be 
benefited by the work, except while the author 
was preſent to give it effect. Such an inſipid 


entitled to much eſteem for his labor, nor his book 
to one word of controverſy on its merits: as it re- 
lated to inſtruction, it would be a non-entity. 
Whether the ſcriptures, and their autbor, on the 
popular orthodox ſcheme, and particularly of the 
monitor before us, be ne with the compariſon, 


tive proof, that they are practical friends to thoſe abuſes in 
religion and politics, which the theory of their ſyſtem, if 
rightly underſtood, ' ſeverely reprehends. It ought to be im- 
preſſed on the hearts of all, but eſpecially of the man, whoſe 
opinions ſubject him to popular indignation, that a conduct 
directly oppoſed to the principles he proſeſſes, wounds the 
profeſſion with more effect, than the envenomed darts of all 
its _ avowed enemies, | 


writer, (God only excepted), no one would think 


- 
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let the reader determine. If I may hazard 
an opinion, Mr. Paine's Age of Reaſon”, com- 
pared with ſuch ſentiments, might be entitled 
A Defence of Chriſtianity : ſentiments, that ſtrip 
the Bible of every excellency, and then ſupply 
the defect by a farrago of creeds, and obſcure, pre- 
tended explications, that do the cauſe of chriſtianity 
a greater diſſervice, than it * from its 
worſt enemies. | 
+ The monitor, by 3 infidelity with 
deiſm, has thrown an odium upon that ſect, which 
does not properly apply to them as a ſe, any 
more than it applies to any of the chriſtian ſects: 
beſides, he uniformly affociates with the idea of 
deiſm, thoſe qualities that conſtitute a. wicked 
character. Infidels”, ſays he, and ungodly Men 
Joſe their Courage when Death and Judgment 
ſtare them in the Face“. His meaning is plain, 
but the propoſition is not ſtrictly true. A circum- 
ſtance recently happened in Stockport, which, if 
there was no other, is ſufficient to confute ſuch a 
very illiberal concluſion : but the aſſertion confutes 
itſelf; for had it been invariably the caſe, deiſtical 
tenets, like a ſuicide, muſt ere now, from the na- 
ture of things, have been their own executioner, 
and conſequently, have cheated” the monitor out 
of the opportunity of vindicating the ſcriptures as 
A truth of God, at the wicked expence of con- 
ſigning to eternal deſtruction all * thoſe who hayg 
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denied them”. Were they ſupported by no better 
evidence than the keen remorſe of reflection, and 
dreadful apprehenſions of bad men, at their laſt 
moments, the fate of **the Truth of God”, by its 
own profeſſors, would long ſince have been irre- 
vocably determined, and the Diſciples of Thomas 
Paine”, and our chriſtian * Hero”, granting him 
his own terms, would exactly meet on equal ground. 

Bat, the truth of the chriſtian religion does not 
depend either on Voltaire, Mr. Paine, or any of 
their difciples; it has a more ſtable and permanent 
foundation than either the good or bad morals, 
the orthodox or heterodox ſentiments of any man, 
or number of men, of any perſuaſion whatever; 
its validity, as a revelation from God, reſts 
entirely on the moral attributes of its author, 
as they are diſcovered in the order, the variety, 
the harmony, the beauties, the utility, and inva- 
riable laws of creation, immutable as the firſt cauſe 
from whom they proceeded: and ſrom this ſource 
of divine truth, the moral government of creation, 
(the ſource likewiſe of the principles of true deiſm) 
we diſcriminate between the reveries, the deluſions, 
the revelations, communications, idle dreams, un- 
intereſting tales of impoſtors and viſionary enthu- 
ſiaſts; and that theology, which is the moral phi- 
loſophy of nature, condenſed and rendered plain 
to the meaneſt capacity, ſo that the poor laboring 
man, who can read, may accurately know his 
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perſonal, his relative, and ſocial duties, and re- 
Joice in hope of a future felicity, on the well- 
grounded aſſurance of indubitable fact, as well as 
the map, who deduces from philoſophical ſcience 
exactly correſponding duties and doctrines. 

The laws of nature, taken in their moſt com- 
prehenfive view, and the ſenſations of pleaſure and 
pain inſeparable from animate being, are the only 
teſt for the trial of any moral truth: and thoſe 
parts of the ſcriptures, which, when candidly ex- 
amined, do not correſpond with reaſon and the 
connexion of things, by a due reference to the firſt 
cauſe, ought to be refuſed the appellation of 
the truth of God, for the very ſame reaſons that 
we reject the koran of Mahomet, the prophecies 
of Mr. Brothers, xc. Thoſe advocates of revelation 
who are determined to palm every ſentence upon us 
as worthy of God, are in fact joining iſſue with 
Mr. Paine in theology, as Mr. P— has joined him 
in politics. Extremes on either fide the ſtrict line 
of truth, are generally productive of ſimilar effects ; 
for, admitting two men ſhould ſtart from any given 
point, the one directly eaſt, and the other directly 
weſt, purſuing their journey through the wide of 
extreme, both would meet together at laſt. 

The goſpel of Chriſt is replete with doctrines 
galculated to cheriſh our hopes, to diſpel our fears, 
to refine our feelings, and to engage our affections; 
its precepts, like ſelf-evident truths, challenge our 
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aſſent from the higheſt authority: they are worthy 
a divine meſſenger to deliver. The voice of nature, 
On every hill, through every vale, | 
The wide expanſe around, 


The opening flowers, the warbling tribe, 
Reverberate the ſound. 


But what is the excellency of this 1 when 
detached from ſcientifical purſuits? Muſt facts 
ſpeak for themſelves, it is not the ſublime doctrines, 
the pure and dignified precepts, the natural and 
unaffected exemplifications of Jeſus; it is a crude 
maſs of indigeſtible contradictions; an, hetero- 
geneous , compound of myſteries, importances, 
ſpiritual rights, ſpiritual wrongs, denunciations, 
excluſions, diſcords, well-meant enthuſiaſm, and 
confuſion that confounds, from the mitred prelate 
to the pariſh prieſt, Philsſophical ſcience, ſepa- 
rated from chriſtianity, is liable to extremes, though 
of a more harmleſs nature; doubts and fears on 
important doctrines, ſtoical pride, apathy, cold in- 
difference, ſcepticiſm, &c. The man, who lightly 
eſteems the voice of his Maker in the ſtupendous 
and magnificent works of his infinite goodneſs, 
and he, who lightly eſteems the goſpel of Chriſt 
becauſe of a few hiſtorical inaccuracies, may hail 
each other on their glorious eccentricities, and 
unite in the friendſhip of their follies. | 

The religion of the New Teſtament, and natural 
ſcience, are not at variance, but as they are made 
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| fb, either through our ignorance or our ſelfiſhneſs. 

Erroneous opinion is a never-failing ſpring of 
ſacerdotal and political profit; and rational inform- 
ation is equally fatal to both? hence the dread 
among cettain deſcriptions of men, leſt the above 
ſources of knowledge ſhould unite their ſtreams ; 
yet when this happy union takes place, their good 
effects are numberleſs: they operate as a ſalutary 
cheek to our bold aſpirings and unneceſſary fears; 
they elucidate and mutually confirm each other's 
inſtructions; they trariquilliſe the mind; they are 
fountains of permanent and ſublime pleaſure that 
never ſatiate; they remove the curſe, turn earth 
into paradiſe, and raiſe all ranks in WH to the 
true dignity of man. 

Not having the pleaſure of mevis any thing 
of the monitor, only from information, and un- 
derſtanding that he fills an important and reſpect- 
able office as a public inſtructor, I hope he will 
excuſe the importunity of an inferior, itt the pri- 
vate walks of life, ſoliciting his attention, with 
others of the ſame profeſfion, to a ſubje of the 
| higheſt importance; its importance heightened by 
perſonal afperſions, and illiberal invective, The 
pens of the moſt accompliſhed characters have been 
induſtrioufly employed on far leſs ufeful ſubjects, 
and many of that deſcription have warmly eſpouſed 
one fide of the queſtion at preſent in diſpute. 
| They who have uſed their beſt exertions will not 
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chink themſelves inſulted, if the ſubject ſhould yet 
be conſidered as open to farther diſcuſſion: and 
if the ſtill increaſing extreme between the moral 
inſtructions of nature's laws, the expreſs image of 
nature's God, and the moral inſtructions of Jeſus 
Chriſt; can be proved to harmonize, ſuch a de- 
firable object muſt certainly rank with the — | 
of theological acquiſitions , 
Tou, therefore, of the clerical * ion, 
whoſe liberal education, whoſe abilities and ex- 
aked ſtations raiſe you above the common level 
of ſociety, and give you a preponderating influence 
in the direction of the public opinion; will you 
Rill defeat your own deſign, and give the enſign of 
triumph to your opponents, by bringing forward 
the heavy artillery of. the Vatican, to play upon 
the devoted head of a ſolitary individual? It is 
not Mr. Paine's ignorance, or his buffoonery, his 
vanity, his vileneſs, his raillery, or blaſphemy, or 
any other foul epithet that may be conjured up 
and applied. to that perſon, - or any other, 
which can form any part of what is neceſſary to 


' diſcover the truth: they may pleaſe ſome, and 


diſguſt others, but they will not convince where 
argument is required, Mr. Paine, as an author, 
is entitled to reſpect equally with moſt of his op- 
ponents: and the point at iſſue, if I underſtand 
the ſubje& right, is, whether the ſcriptures are the 
word of God; and as ſuch, the only ground of 
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moral truth, the ſource of moral obligation, and 
theonly true theology? Or whether the neceſſary 
' connection and fitneſs of things; as conſtituted in 
the works of creation; are the only ground of moral 
truth, the ſource of moral obligation, and the only 
true theology? Or; whether the theology of the 
ſcriptures, and thetheolggy of nature, whenrightly. 
underſtood; do not, or — ven to * 
with each other? Fett 4 
If chis ſtatement of the ppenitlis bo ccberabkkase 4 
or inaccurate; or any part or parts either not true, 
or not appoſite to the enquiry; ſhould the ſubject 
meet the diſapprobation of any one, ſo as to merit 
his reply, I would entreat him either to correct 
the above, or to ſtate the premiſes'as, according 
to the beſt of his judge ment, may tree the fudjeq 
from unneceſſary embarraſſment. * 
Whatever were the virtues of Voltaire, the veil of | 
chriſtian charity is filently- drawn over them; his 
memory lives in his vices. | Brit whatever were his 
perſonal vices as the hero of deiſm, or that ugly 
term Infidelity; their traduction can anfwer no 
valuable purpoſe to the chriſtian herb, except likt 
A glaſs to reflect his own perſonal likeneſs; - |, 
7 « "be Pte is the vengearice on the e 75 . * 
Aud ene baſe that barks * RY ©: 
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